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A Racket of Awards for Sale

Court Stops Police From Probing Fake Film Awards

Fake Film Awards Scam 
Embarrasses Bollywood And Sponsors
Bombay High Court stays probe into Dadasaheb 
Phalke award scam. Fraud Anil Mishra and son 
Abhishek allegedly organized fake award events, 

deceiving celebrities and securing corporate 
sponsorships. Case investigation paused until 
November 2025 hearing.

Sprouts News Demands:  
Fake Award Racket Exposed

A network of fraudsters including Anil 
Mishra, Abhishek Mishra, Kalyanji 
Jana, Harsh Gupta, Krishna Chouhan, 

Ganeysh Vitkar, Raju Tank, Mukesh Kanheri, 
Tina Ghai, Sneha Gogoi and Akhilesh Singh 
are operating fake Dadasaheb Phalke award 
ceremonies. They sell awards and fake PhD 
degrees, exploiting countless aspirants. 

Sprouts News demands immediate police 
investigation and legal action against this 
widespread scam.

Bombay High Court Stays Investigation 
in Dadasaheb Phalke Award Scam Case

The Bombay High Court has 
temporarily halted a major film industry 
fraud probe. Court stayed investigation 
into the Dadasaheb Phalke award scam 
FIR. This order impacts Bandra police’s 
case against alleged fake awards. The case 
involves misuse of Dadasaheb Phalke’s 
prestigious name for events.

Justice Shree Chandrashekhar and 
Justice Gautam Ankhad issued this 
important stay. They served notice to 
complainant Sameer Dixit in the matter. 
The court scheduled next hearing for 
November 7, 2025. All investigation 
proceedings will remain paused until then.

Alleged Fake Award Racket and  
Celebrity Deception

Bandra police uncovered this alleged 
scam in February 2025. They accused Anil 
Mishra and his son Abhishek of cheating. 
The duo allegedly organized fake Dadasaheb 
Phalke International Film Festival events. 
They reportedly misrepresented these as 
government-backed award ceremonies.

The accused used sophisticated methods 
to gain credibility. They created fabricated 
letters featuring top government officials. 
These included fake documents with 
President and Prime Minister’s signatures. 
Many Bollywood celebrities attended 
believing events were genuine.

Corporate Sponsorships and  
High-Value Ticket Sales

The alleged scam secured major corporate 
partnerships. Reputed companies like PVR 
Inox and Cinepolis sponsored events. Big 
FM and PNB Bank also provided financial 
support. Several state tourism departments 
supported these award functions.

Tickets sold for staggering amounts 
through BookMyShow. Some couples paid 
up to ₹2.5 lakh for attendance. The Sprouts 
News investigation reveals sophisticated 
operation. Accused continued despite 
trademark application rejection.

Legal Proceedings and Industry Impact

The FIR includes serious cheating and 
personation charges. Bandra police registered 
case number 192 of 2025. This follows 
complaint by BJP Film Union’s Maharashtra 
president. The original DPIFF has filed a 
separate defamation suit.

They accuse certain persons of 
tarnishing their reputation. The organization 
emphasizes its credibility and goodwill. This 
case highlights vulnerabilities in film award 

systems. Industry experts demand better 
verification processes.

Broader Implications for  
Film Award Governance

This scandal raises questions about 
award authenticity. Many celebrities face 
embarrassment after participation. The film 
industry considers stronger verification 
measures. Producers and actors seek 
transparent award processes.

Regulatory gaps in event certification 
need addressing. The stay impacts 
ongoing police investigation significantly.  
Future hearings will determine case 
direction. Stakeholders await November 

2025 court proceedings.
The Sprouts News Special Investigation 

Team will monitor developments. This case 
could transform film award governance 
standards. Industry transparency remains 
crucial for credibility.

According to exclusive reports from 
Sprouts News Special Investigation Team 
investigations, a network of individuals 
has been running a widespread scam by 
organizing fraudulent award ceremonies 
that misuse the prestigious name of 
Dadasaheb Phalke to cheat the public. These 
scams involve selling awards, fabricating 
government endorsements, and even 
offering fake PhD degrees.
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Honors Sold, PhDs Faked

Anil Mishra Abhishek Mishra Kalyanji Jana

FLASHBACK
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In a shocking development, a notorious 
fraudster known for selling bogus PhD 
degrees has managed to distribute 

fake awards to Mumbai Police officers, 
even visiting their cabins to present these 
counterfeit honors. The fraudster’s actions 
have gained further attention after the 
Mumbai Police’s official X (formerly 
Twitter) account shared screenshots of these 
fake awards, contributing to public confusion 
as the fraudster resumed selling bogus PhDs, 
according to an investigation by Sprouts’ 
Special Investigation Team (SIT).

The fraudster, identified as Kalyan (ji) 
Jana, is infamous for his involvement in 
selling fake PhDs. He has even registered a 
fake voluntary organization under the name 
of film icon Dadasaheb Phalke with the 
Charity Commissioner, further misleading 
the public. This individual has been selling 
these fake PhDs to people from all walks of 
life, including those with no connection to 
the film industry, such as tea vendors.

The Indian government 
has established the Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award in honor 
of Phalke’s memory, but 
the fraudster organizes 
events two or three times a 
month, selling fake awards 
for as much as ₹2,000. 
He has even targeted high-ranking police 
officials in Mumbai, including Assistant 
Commissioners, Senior Police Inspectors, 
and Constables, presenting them with 

shawls and fake awards. The 
fraudster then shares photos 
of these encounters on social 
media, which have gone 
viral.

In a further attempt to mislead the public, 
Kalyanji Jana manipulated Mumbai Police’s 
official X account to post about the fake 
awards. A tweet regarding the fraudulent 

activities was published on November 29, 
2022, at 8:50 AM. Nearly two years later, the 
fraudster is still sharing screenshots and links 
to this tweet to deceive citizens.

This is not the first time Kalyan 
Jana has distributed these fake awards. 
Previously, he had visited police offices 
in Mumbai, distributing trophies in the 
name of Dadasaheb Phalke. Although the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award is intended for 
individuals in the film industry, Kalyan 
Jana has made efforts to legitimize his fake 
awards by targeting police officers and 
public representatives, sharing their photos 
on social media to further his fraudulent 
activities and demanding money from 
unsuspecting citizens.

Sprouts’ Special Investigation Team has 
gathered information that fraudsters like 
Kalyan Jana are using these fake awards to 
also sell bogus PhD degrees. In Maharashtra, 
at least 15-16 voluntary organizations 

are reportedly selling these fake awards 
in Dadasaheb Phalke’s name. Some, like 
Yogesh Lakhani, the owner of ‘Bright 
Outdoor Media Pvt. Ltd.’s company, have 
even bought multiple fake PhDs. Sprouts 
has called for a thorough investigation into 
these activities and urged Mumbai Police 
Commissioner Vivek Phansalkar to take 
immediate action.

Mumbai Police Accept 
Fake Dadasaheb Phalke Awards
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sproutsnews.com
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Shocking Revelation by Sprouts Exclusive

Roster of Fraudsters
Beware of these individuals selling bogus PhD 
degrees. Contact the police immediately if you 
have been scammed:
Dinesh Kishor Gupta, Akepe Linus Enobi, 
Avinash Pawar, Joseph Legend Mfon, Musharrof 
Hossain, Vivek Choudhari- ESRDS, Siddic 
A Muhammed (Dubai), Kalyanji Jana, Riyas 
Sulaima Lebbe, Francisco Sardinha, Tapan 
Kumar Rautaray, Pawan Kumar Bhoot, Madhu 
Krishan, Ghanshyam Sakharam Kolambe, 
Peeyush Pandit, Abhishek Pandey, Mahendra 
Shamkant Deshpande (Nashik-Saputara-
Gujarat), Lal Bahadur Rana (Nepal), Sunil Singh 
Pardeshi, Mangesh Deshmukh, Nareshchandra 
Kathole- Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh IAS 
Academy, Amravati, Kishor Baliram Patil- 
(Bhivandi- reporter), Vishwas Arote (Akole- 
reporter), Surykant Rawool, Tarvinder Singh, 
Kiran Bongale (Sangli), Anwar Sheikh (Pune), 
BuAbdullah, Lokesh Muni (Ahinsa Vishwa 
Bharati ),  Kavita Bajaj and Mansukh Damji Tank 
- (Rajkumar Tank), Gaurav Shah- BJP, Anajni 
Kumar- Delhi, Anwar Shaikh (Pune )

List of fake universities awarding  
bogus PhD degrees

► Gandhi Peace Foundation Nepal
► World Culture and Environment Protection 

Commission
► The George Washington University of Peace, 

United States of America
► American East Coast University
► Socrates Social Research University
► World Human Rights Protection Commission 

(WHPRC)
► World Peace of United Nations University
► Mount Elbert Central University
► Maryland State University
► The University of Macaria
► Theophany University

► The Open International University of 
Complementary Medicine, Sri Lanka

► University of America Hawaii and Inox 
International University

► World Mystic Science Institute (OPC) Private 
Limited

► University of South America
► Southwestern American University
► The American University, USA
► Zoroastrian University
► Vinayaka Missions Singhania
► American Heritage University of Southern 

California (AHUSC)
► Peace University
► Global Human Rights Trust (GHRT)
► Trinity World University, UK
► St Mother Teresa University
► American University of Global Peace
► Jeeva Theological Open University
► World Peace Institute of United Nations
► Global Human Peace University
► Bharat Virtual University for Peace and 

Education
► National Global Peace University
► Ballsbridge University
► International Open University of Humanity 

Health, Science and Peace, USA
► Harshal University
► International Internship University
► British National University of Queen Mary
► Jordan River University
► Boston Imperial University
► Dayspring Christian University
► South Western American University
► Global Triumph Virtual University
► Vikramshila Hindi Vidyapeeth
► Jnana Deepa University (Pune)
► Oxfaa University
► Mount Elbert Central University
► Maa Bhuvaneshwari International University
► The Institute of Entrepreneurship and 

Management Studies (IEMS)
► Ecole Superieure Robert de Sorbon

► Central Christian University
► Azteca University
► University of Swahili
► Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Lok Vidyapith, 

Amravati
► International Human Rights Ambassador 

International Peace Corps Association
► Indo Global University, Hyderabad
► Mount Elbert Central University
► McSTEM Eduversity, USA
► Social Awareness and Peace University
► Indian School of Management and Studies
► Socrates Social Research University
► International Global Peace University
► Ballsbridge University
► Commonwealth of Dominica
► International Anti-corruption and Human 

Rights Council
► Bharat Virtual University
► Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Hindi Vidyapith
► The George Washington University of Peace
► Asia Vedic Culture Research University
► Magic Book of Record
► European Digital University (EDU)
► Hessen International University
► Chicago Open University
► Langbustech university
► Nilm University
► Global Conclave Virtual University
► Global Cocord Virtual University
► Cambridge Digital of University 
► America Internation University (AIU)

List of NGOs giving fake  
awards and degrees

► Dadasaheb Phalke Icon Awards Film Organisation
► Shri Dadasaheb Phalke International Award 

Film Foundation
► World Human Protection Commission
► Mahatma Gandhi Global Peace Foundation
► Empower Social and Education Trust
► Nelson Mandela Nobel Award Academy
► Diplomatic Mission Global Peace

‘Sprouts’ appeals to the public to beware of this 
racket- unless fake image-building is your thing.
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He is a roadside tea seller but is 
scooping up awards as fast as he 
hands out cutting chai. At a glittering 
event on June 24, in Dubai, Dolly the 

Chaiwalla received his latest honour, the Dadasaheb 
Phalke Icon Award, placing him in the same league 
as Indian film legends such as Prithviraj Kapoor, 
Lata Mangeshkar, Dev Anand, Asha Parekh and 
Amitabh Bachchan. Well, not quite. Sprouts has 
shocking details about fake Phalke awards that you 
will find hard to believe.

Look closely at the name of the award 
mentioned above and you’ll notice the 
word ‘Icon’ cleverly tacked on to the 
title. It sounds almost exactly like the 
prestigious award conferred by the 
Indian government to film artistes and 
technicians for their extraordinary 
contribution to the Indian film industry. 
Also, Dolly the Chaiwalla’s award 
was conferred, not by the Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting, which bestows 
the real honour, but by a fraudster called 
Kalyanji Jana. Brace yourself, for Jana describes 
himself as ‘Garibo Ke Actor’ on social media 
platform ‘X’.

The Dadasaheb Phalke Icon Award is not an 
honour – it is a paid ‘award’ given to anyone willing 
to shell out as little as Rs 2,000, or sometimes as 
much as Rs 50,000. You could be a chaiwalla with no 
connection to the film industry and still be eligible. 
Run by fraudster Kalyanji Jana’s Dadasaheb Phalke 
Icon Awards Film Organisation (DPIAF), the 
‘award’ was given to another surprising recipient at 
the June 24 ceremony in Dubai. As the glitterati of 
the UAE applauded, Meghalaya Cabinet Minister 
Alexander Laloo Hek received the ‘honour’ at the 
Bristol Hotel in the desert city.

The Sprouts investigation has uncovered more 
disturbing details. Just like the DPIAF, there 
are many other non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) registered in the name of Phalke, handing 
out paid awards in the name of Dadasaheb Phalke, 
the Father of Indian Cinema. Apart from fraudster 
Jana, other individuals involved in this fraudulent 
racket are Krishna Chouhan, Raju Tank, Akhilesh 
Singh, and Kishore Rajput.

The names of Phalke 
and his wife Saraswatibai 
have been appropriated 
by around 15 NGOs and 
the crooks who run these organisations. It 
seems they will go to any lengths to monetise their 
racket. Sprouts has discovered that if the recipient 
of the ‘honour’ cannot make it to the awards 
ceremony, the NGOs will courier it to your mailing 
address. If you pay a little more, they will even 
come to your doorstep and deliver it to you.

Not only is this racket unethical, it has devalued 
the reputation of an Indian legend and the prestigious 
award instituted in his name. We therefore urge the 
government to ban events handing out fake Phalke 
awards, and these so-called awards themselves.

Give Money, Get PhD
Having figured out an easy way to make a 

fortune, NGO selling fake Phalke awards are now 
offering a ‘combo deal’ – pay for a Phalke award 

and get a discount on a fake PhD degree. Some of 
them even hand out both at the same ceremony!

The Sprouts investigation has found that the 
fake PhD racket works in much the same way as 

does the fake Phalke award: on the 
face of it, the organisations and 
universities in whose names the 
‘degree’ is conferred sound like 
legitimate entities. Only, they don’t 
actually exist. Sample this:

► Gandhi Peace Foundation Nepal
► World Culture and Environment Protection

Commission
► Southwestern American University
► American University of Global Peace
The next bunch of ‘honorary PhDs’ will be handed
out on August 11, at an event at Hotel Orchid in
Mumbai. The mastermind behind this racket is
fraudster Pawan Kumar Bhoot, and the ‘university’ 
granting the ‘degree’ is ‘American East Coast
University’. Top marks for running a con operation!

Money Laundering
These fraudulent NGOs are running yet another 

racket – a money-laundering scam. Fraudster 
Kalyanji Jana and others like him register their 
NGOs with the Charity Commissioner by paying a 
small-time chartered accountant or lawyer a nominal 

fee of Rs 5,000 to Rs 15,000. These scamsters 
register their NGOs in the names of prominent 
personalities, and non-existent universities and 
social foundations with a ring of credibility.

After three years, these NGOs can issue a 
certificate of 80G, which gives the awardee or 
donor an income-tax exemption. The NGO accepts 
a cheque for a large sum; then they retain a fee 
before returning the rest of the sum to the awardee 
or donor. It’s a win-win. This is nothing but a ploy 
to launder money.

Fake Phalke Awards, Fake 
PhDs At Your Doorstep

Anyone can buy a Phalke award – from a chaiwalla to a minister; opt for a combo deal and they’ll throw in an honorary PhD!

All In A Day’s Work : Dolly the Chaiwalla entertains customers with his unique style of serving tea but 
he is no actor, nor does he work in the film industry. Find out how this chaiwalla from Nagpur was given a 
Dadasaheb Phalke Icon Award.

Roster of Fraudsters
Beware of these individuals selling bogus 

PhD degrees. Contact the police immediately if 
you have been scammed :

Siddic A Muhammed (Dubai), Kalyanji 
Jana, Riyas Sulaima Lebbe, Francisco Sardinha, 
Tapan Kumar Rautaray, Pawan Kumar Bhoot, 
Madhu Krishan, Ghanshyam Sakharam 
Kolambe, Peeyush Pandit, Abhishek Pandey, 
Mahendra Shamkant Deshpande (Nashik-
Saputara-Gujarat), Lal Bahadur Rana (Nepal), 
Sunil Singh Pardeshi, Mangesh Deshmukh, 
Nareshchandra Kathole, Vishwas Arote 
(reporter), Surykant Rawool, Tarvinder Singh, 
Kiran Bongale (Sangli), Anwar Sheikh (Pune), 
Bu Abdullah, Lokesh Muni and Rajkumar Tak.

UPSC Cancels 
Provisional 
Candidature, 
Bars Her from All 
Future Exams

Sprouts : News Network

After finding Puja Khedkar guilty of 
acting in contravention of the provisions 
of the Civil Services Examination (CSE)-
2022 Rules, the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) has cancelled her 
provisional candidature for the CSE-2022. 

She is also debarred permanently from all 
future examinations or selections of the 
UPSC.  UPSC had issued a show cause 
notice to Ms Khedkar and asked her to 
submit her response by 3.30pm on 30 
July 2024. She was also told categorically 
that it was the last and final opportunity 
for her and that no further extension in 

time would be allowed. 
 “It was also conveyed to her in 

unequivocal terms that if no response 
was received by the date above and 
time, the UPSC would take further 
action without entertaining any further 
reference from her. Despite an extension 
in time allowed to her, she failed to submit 

her explanation within the prescribed 
time,” UPSC says in a release.  Further, 
in the backdrop of Ms Khedkar’s case, 
UPSC says it thoroughly examined the 
available data of more than 15,000 finally 
recommended candidates of the CSEs 
for 15 years from 2009 to 2023 about the 
number of attempts they availed. 
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-SANT KABIR

The street of love 
is very narrow, two 
can’t pass through it 

at the same time.

Dadasaheb Phalke is the father 
of Indian cinema. Today, con 
organizers are selling awards on 

the name of Phalke. These awards are 
usually sold for an amount ranging 
from Rs.5,000 to Rs.50,000. Not only 
this, 'Sprouts' Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) has not come across the 
sensational information that such 
prestigious awards are sold to people 
with fake resumes without any 
connection in the film industry.

'Dadasaheb Phalke' awards are 
offered in honour of Phalke to 
artists who has made significant 
contributions to the film industry. 
The Indian government bestows 
this honour. Legendary performers 
including Amitabh Bachchan, Ashok 
Kumar, Dilip Kumar, Dev Anand, 
Devika Rani, Prithviraj Kapoor, Raj 
Kapoor, and Vinod Khanna were 
previously recipients of this award. As 
a result, this award was highly regarded 
and thought to be the greatest in the 
Indian cinema business.

Currently, a bullfight is going on in 
the name of this award. Kalyan Jana, 
Krishna Chauhan, Akhilesh Singh, 
Harsh Gupta have started awards 
in the name of Dadasaheb Phalke. 
Usually, these awards are 'sold' for 
money ranging from 5000 to 50000. 
These awards are undervalued since 
they are given to people who have no 
affiliation with the entertainment or 
film industries.

The award presented by the 
Indian government in Dadasaheb 
Phalke's honour was legitimate. 
Consequently, the English daily 
'Sprouts' is calling for an immediate 
prohibition on these rewards, 
which are regarded as extremely 
inexpensive.

Two organisers will present awards 
in this name on March 15. This 
indicates the extent of the award's 
devaluation. Before its presentation, 
social media platforms promotes 

the prize. It is reported that wrong 
promotions made on the name of 
prominent members of society, 
ministers, actresses, and veterans of 
the film industry as main attendees; 
however, in actuality, 'C' grade 
troupe performers and crackers  
gets felicitated.

Adil Khan Durrani, the husband 
of Rakhi Sawant, was arrested the 
previous year. An important offense 
was the base for this arrest. As soon 
as he returned from jail on bail, he 
presented an award on Dadasaheb 
Phalke's honour with Akhilesh 
Singh and fraud Kalyan Jana who 
organised these awards. Akhilesh 
Singh organises Dadasaheb Phalke 
award twice in a year to earn money 
as they have made it full f ledged 
business out of it.

Fraud Kalyan Jana organizes 
f requent award programs in 
the name of Dadasaheb Phalke. 
Through these programs, 
Jana also works to 
distribute bogus 
PhDs. This year, 
he has advertised 
for a PhD from a 
bogus university, 
The Washington 
University of Peace. There is no such 
kind of university. This supposed 
university only has an attractive 
website, in reality, this university 
does not even exist at that location. 
Therefore, there is no question of 
having approval from the University 
Grants Commission (UGC). It's a 
completely bogus university.

Kalyan Jana is a fraud,con person. 
It shows fake universities with new 
names every year and gives fake 
honorary PhD certificates. These 
so-called 'PhD' certificates are issued 
by these programs only by taking a 
digital print from a Xerox shop. This 
digital print costs just Rs.10 to 15. For 
this, these corn people charge from 
5 thousand to 1 lakh rupees. Tapan 
Rautaray Pawan Bhoot, Madhu 
Krishan, Ghanshyam Kolambe, 
Peeyush Pandit, Abhishek Pandey, 
Mahendra Deshpande, Mangesh 
D e s h mu k h,  Na re s hc h a nd r a 
Kathole, Vishwas Arote, Surykant 

Rawool, Kiran Bongale (Sangli) ware 
also cheating people by selling fake 
honorary PhDs.

Organizers l ike Jana invite 
ministers, police officers, senior 
lawyers, and retired judges as 
possible to distribute these awards 
and bogus PhDs. This is their 

attempt to make the fake certificate 
distribution program official like 
approved by government. Many a 
time these organizers give very fake 
news through media such as Mid-
Day, ANI. Unfortunately, this fake 
news is also popularized by the name 
of advertorial.

Dadasaheb Phalke's award is leading 
to a boom in clandestine business

THE FRAUD AWARDS

UNMESH 
GUJARATHI
www.sproutsnews.com

=	In 2000, the veteran actors of 
Bollywood came together and 
established Dadasaheb Phalke 
Academy. It included big actors 
like Ram Gopal Gupta, Neena 
Jalan, Mithun Chakraborty, 
Chandrashekhar, Johny Lever, 
Sangram Shirke along with the 
late Santosh Singh Jain.

=	The award was given in the 
name of 'Dadasaheb Phalke' to 
encourage the work of real artists 
in this organization. Awards 
were given by this organization 

till 2019. But after Corona, this 
organization stopped these 
award ceremonies. They have 
installed statue of Dadasaheb 
Phalke in the Film City.

=	Con people like Kalyan Jana 
took advantage of these defunct 
institutions. In the name of 
Dadasaheb Phalke's award, he 
started misguiding the artists 
and started a scandal out of 
it, the real fraudster and his 
gang of fraudsters should be 
prosecuted.

EXCLUSIVE
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PM’s brother, actors, 
sports stars - united by fake PhDs

Unmesh
Gujarathi
sproutsnews.com
9322755098

Fake Phalke awards, bogus doctorates given to high-profile personalities, national icons, celebrities - anyone willing to pay 
a price. Racketeers profit as image-building business booms.

From a galaxy of film stars to 
retired judges, sporting heroes, 
senior bureaucrats and, of course, 
politicians… it’s an august list of 

celebrities and leading lights that will take 
your breath away. But what could they 
possibly have in common?

The Sprouts Special Investigation 
team has proof that these personalities – 
some are national icons we look up to, 
others make decisions that influence our 
daily lives – are recipients of fake Phalke 
awards and bogus PhD degrees peddled 
by racketeers. But why would these 
illustrious individuals belittle themselves 
like this?

First, though, let’s name names. On 
the list of awardees are tennis star Leander 
Paes, former Olympian and hockey player 
Dhanraj Pillay, music composer Anu 
Malik, playback singers Kumar Sanu and 
Udit Narayan, Consul-General of Israel, 
Kobi Shoshani, politician Francisco 

Sardinha and senior bureaucrat Jyoti 
Kalash, among many others.

And, yes, we’ve saved the best for 
last. Sprouts has evidence that Prahlad 
Damodardas Modi, brother of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, has been invited 
numerous times as chief guest of functions 
where these bogus awards and PhDs are 
handed out. Not surprisingly, he is also the 
recipient of a fake doctorate, a gesture of 
gratitude for presiding over these events, 
time and again.

The racketeers have a simple but 
effective modus operandi. They dole 
out fake Phalke awards and bogus PhD 
degrees to anyone willing to pay for them- 
one C-grade actress has as many as 10 
bogus doctorates! The award functions 
are graced by public personalities who 
are invited as chief guests in return for 
a handsome sum. The racketeers also 
forge valuable connections in the process, 
leveraging them as part of their fraudulent 
dealings.

To lend their organisations a veneer of 
legitimacy, these canny fraudsters include 
the name of Dadasaheb Phalke, father 
of Indian cinema, in the names of their 
NGOs. Hence, their ‘awards’ mimic the 
name of the legitimate Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award, the national honour conferred on 
eminent film personalities by the Indian 
government every year.

So, for instance, the ‘Dadasaheb Phalke 
International Award Film Foundation’ 

run by fraudster Rajkumar Tak has on 
at least three occasions distributed fake 
doctorates at functions graced by Prahlad 
Damodardas Modi in 2022.

The racket in bogus Phalke awards and 
fake PhDs is so lucrative that the number 
of organisations bearing Dadasaheb 
Phalke’s name has risen dramatically in 
the last two years, now totaling around 
15. Some of these NGOs are registered  
with the Charity Commissioner,  
others aren’t.

The brochures of these awards 
blatantly name the price of these so-
called honours. It’s usually Rs 1 lakh, 
with room to negotiate! To give these fake 
awards and degrees further credibility, 
the functions are held at venues such 
as Maharashtra Sadan, Mayor’s Hall 
and the official premises of journalists 
associations in various cities. The 
racketeers then invite noted personalities 
such as senior police officers, retired 
judges and ministers as chief guests. All 
this ensures media coverage and, just like 
that, these functions and their fraudulent 
hosts appear legitimate!

Consider this example. On April 28, 
2022, a fake PhD distribution programme 
was held at Sahara Star, a five-star hotel 
in Mumbai, by fraudster Rajkumar Tak. 
The doctorate was handed out by the 
‘Nelson Mandela Nobel Peace Academy’, 
a fictitious institute. The chief guest: 
Prahlad Damodardas Modi. One of the 
awardees was Chitra Aswad Patil, a former 
member of the Raigad Zilla Parishad and  
hailing from an influential family of 
politicians from Alibaug in Raigad 
district, in Maharashtra.

Hundreds of people were awarded 
bogus PhDs at this function. Some 
of the fake degrees were conferred 
on behalf of the fictitious St Mother 
Teresa University for Digital Education 
Excellence Sustainability Development, 
‘accredited by JBR Harvard in America’ 

and ‘affiliated to the Cambridge School of 
Distance Education’. Neither exists.

In March 2021, actor Zareen Khan 
received a bogus doctorate from the 
‘Nelson Mandela Nobel Peace Academy’ 
at a function presided over by Goa Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant. The actor later 
shared images of herself accepting the 
‘award’ from Sawant, in a graduation 
gown and hat!

In her social media post, Khan said, 
“Thank you Nelson Mandela Nobel 
Peace Award 2020 for bestowing me 
with ‘HONORARY DOCTORATE’. 
Truly overwhelmed. Yours sincerely, DR 
ZAREEN KHAN. ‘Dr Zareen Khan’! It 
has a good ring to it, doesn’t it?”

Mansukh Damji Tank alise Raju Tank 
is not the only fraudster making huge 
sums from this racket. Kalyanji Jana 
is another scamster who runs an NGO 
in the name of Dadasaheb Phalke. He 
hands out fake doctorates on behalf of the 
‘George Washington University of Peace’. 
Although all these institutes are fictitious, 
there are hundreds of takers – all for an 
asking price.

Pawan Kumar Bhoot (Police Public 
Press magazine) is another fraudster, 

who doles out bogus PhDs on behalf  
of the non-existent ‘American East  
Coast University’.

‘Sprouts’ appeals to the public to 
beware of this racket – unless, of course, 
fake image-building is your thing.

Roster of Fraudsters
Beware of these individuals selling 

bogus PhD degrees. Contact the police 
immediately if you have been scammed:

Siddic A Muhammed (Dubai), 
Kalyanji Jana, Riyas Sulaima Lebbe, 
Francisco Sardinha, Tapan Kumar 
Rautaray, Pawan Kumar Bhoot, Madhu 
Krishan, Ghanshyam Sakharam Kolambe, 
Peeyush Pandit, Abhishek Pandey, 
Mahendra Shamkant Deshpande (Nashik-
Saputara-Gujarat), Lal Bahadur Rana 
(Nepal), Sunil Singh Pardeshi, Mangesh 
Deshmukh, Nareshchandra Kathole-  Dr 
Panjabrao Deshmukh IAS Academy, 
Amravati, Vishwas Arote (reporter), 
Surykant Rawool, Tarvinder Singh, Kiran 
Bongale (Sangli), Anwar Sheikh (Pune), 
Bu Abdullah, Acharya Lokesh Muni, 
Kavita Bajaj and Mansukh Damji Tank - 
(Rajkumar Tank ), Anajni Kumar- Delhi.
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 The Open International 
University of complementary 
medicine, Sri Lanka

 University of America 
Hawaii and Inox International 
University

 Commonwealth Voca-
tional University, Tonga

 University of South, 
America,

 Southwestern American 
University

 The American University, 
USA,

 Zorashtriyan University,
 Sorbonne University, 

France,

 Mahatma Gandhi Global 
peace Foundation (NGO)

 Empower Social and Edu-
cation Trust (NGO).

 Nelson Mandela Nobel 
Award Academy - NGO

 Diplomatic Mission Glob-
al Peace - NGO

 Manav Bharti University 
(MBU) Himachal Pradesh

 Manav Bharti University, 
Solan

 Vinayaka Missions,  Sing-
hania.

 Chhatrapati Shahuji Ma-
haraj University from Kanpur

 American Heritage Uni-

versity of Southern California 
(AHUSC)

 Peace University
 Dadasaheb Phalke Icon 

Awards Films - NGO
 Trinity World University, 

UK
 St. Mother Teresa Univer-

sity
 American University of 

Global Peace
 Jeeva Theological Open 

University
 World Peace Institute of 

United nations
 Global Human Peace 

University

 Jeeva Theological Open 
University

 World Peace Institute of 
United Nations

  Global Human Peace 
University

  Bharat Virtual University 
for peace and Education 

  National global Peace 
University

  Ballsbridge University
  Shri Dadasaheb Phal-

ke International Award Film 
Foundation (NGO)

  International Open Uni-
versity of Humanity Health 
Science and Peace

A list of fake universities awarding bogus Ph.D. degrees has been 
given here for the information of our valuable readers:

PM MODI’S BROTHER AGAIN
DISTRIBUTION OF BOGUS PHDS IN PRESENCE OF

Some of the recipients are Leander Paes - tennis player, 
Zareen Khan - actress, Vivek Bindra, Sonu Sharma - 
motivational speaker, Palak Muchhal - playback singer, 
Aditya Narayan - actor / Singer, Anu Malik - Music 
Composer, Kumar Sanu - playback singer, Sangram 
Singh - wrestler, Udit Narayan - playback singer, Kobi 
Shoshani - Consul General of Israel, John Barle - minis-
ter, Dhanraj Pillay - hockey player

UNMESH GUJARATHI
www.sproutsnews.com

Shri Dada-
saheb Phal-
ke Interna-
tional Award 
Film Founda-
tion recently 

awarded bogus honorary 
Ph.D. degrees in presence 
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s brother in 
Mumbai, the Special Inves-
tigation Team of Sprouts 
has reliably learned.

A few months back a bo-
gus Ph.D. was awarded to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s brother, by a volun-
tary organization in Mum-
bai. This was exposed by the 
Special Investigation Team 
of Sprouts in its issue dated 
April 10 with the heading 
“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's brother too duped 
with bogus Ph.D.”. The news 
had created ripples in the 
media.

Now history was repeat-
ed when honorary bogus 
Ph.D. degrees were award-
ed in the presence of PM 
Modi's brother Pralhad 
Modi. No voluntary or-
ganisation can award Ph.D. 
degrees. Yet the clandestine 

business goes on.
Most of the time, NGOs 

themselves prepare the 
PhDs resembling the de-
grees awarded by the rec-
ognised universities. Some 
NGOs sell Ph.D. degrees in 
collusion with bogus univer-
sities.

As per rules, any university 
can be set up only with the 
permission of the University 
Grant Commission (UGC). 
However, some NGOs tie up 
with unrecognised univer-
sities abroad and go ahead 
with the business of award-
ing bogus PhDs.

If a foreign university 
wants to award a Ph.D. de-
gree in India, such a univer-
sity is required to seek the 
permission of the university 
affiliated with the UGC. If 
a Ph.D. is awarded abroad, 
then the concerned univer-
sity is required to seek the 
permission of the appropri-
ate educational authority in 
that country.

The functions to award 
bogus Ph.D. degrees are or-
ganised in five-star hotels in 
violation of rules. But UGC 
officials, police administra-
tion and Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari keep quiet 
due to the graft.

C A R T O O N  O F  T H E  D A YThere will be 'earthquake' 
if  I started speaking, says 
Maharashtra CM Shinde
SPROUTS  |  NEWS NETWORK

In a veiled warning to 
Shiv Sena president 
U d d h a v 

T h a c k e r a y , 
M a h a r a s h t r a 
Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde 
on Saturday said 
there will be an 
"earthquake" if he 
started speaking.

Questioning Thackeray's 
decision to join hands with 
the NCP and Congress, 
Shinde also said he knew 
what happened to late Sena 
leader Anand Dighe. "I was 
witness to what happened 
with `Dharmaveer'," said 
Shinde, referring to Dighe, 
a fiery Shiv Sena leader 
and his mentor who died 
following a road accident 
in 2002. 

Thackeray, who resigned 
as chief minister in June af-

ter Shinde rebelled against 
him along with majority 
of Shiv Sena MLAs, have 

often dubbed the 
rebels as "traitors."

Speaking at a 
rally at Malega-
on, Shinde said 
he rebelled as he 
wanted to "protect 
Balasaheb Thac-

keray's legacy." "There will 
be an earthquake if I start 
giving interviews. Unlike 
some people, I never trav-
elled abroad every year for 
holidays. Shiv Sena and 
its growth were the only 
things on my mind," he 
said. The late Shiv Sena 
founder's daughter-in-
law Smita Thackeray and 
his eldest grandson Nihar 
Thackeray have supported 
him, Shinde noted.

31 July, 2022
C A R T O O N  O F  T H E  D A YNew Parliament promises 

improved accessibility

sprouts  |  News Network

An accessibility audit by experts 
of the new Parliament building, 
which is scheduled to be 

completed by october, is underway, 
according to sources with knowledge 
of the exercise.

The ramps at the entrances of the 
under-construction building have 
been reviewed and the audit process 
was still on, the sources said.

when asked for a comment on the 
exercise, National Institute of Urban 
Affairs (NIUA) director Hitesh Vaidya 
said “the NIUA along with Indian 
Institute of technology-roorkee are 
in discussion with the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs to facilitate 
accessibility audit”. The NIUA and a 
team of IIt-roorkee have also recently 
drafted a revised version of universal 
accessibility guidelines and standards, 
which, once notified, would succeed 

the 2016 guidelines issued by the 
Central Public works Department.

when asked about the accessibility 
features of the new Parliament, HCP 
Design, Planning and Management, 
the CPwD’s consultant for the Central 
Vista project, told The Hindu that 
the 2016 guidelines of the CPwD 
had been followed. The guidelines 
cover universal design elements in a 
building, design of accessible toilets, 
signages and fire evacuation needs, 
among other elements.

“All the spaces in the new Parliament 
building are fully accessible, including 
Lok sabha and rajya sabha chambers. 
There are dedicated desks in both 
the chambers where wheelchairs can 
be parked. The building is accessible 
through three entrances with ramps 
and there are well-located elevators 
throughout the building promoting 
vertical accessibility,” HCP said in a 
written response.

Precaution dose: Service charge 
cannot exceed `150

sprouts  |  News Network

Private CoVID 
vaccination centres are 
required to maintain 

their sites as per the guidelines 
issued by the Health Ministry 
and can collect a maximum 
of ₹150 as service charge for 
vaccination over and above the 
cost of the vaccine. Healthcare 
and frontline workers and 
citizens aged 60 years or 
more shall continue to receive 
precaution dose vaccination 
at any CVC, including free 

of charge vaccination at 
government vaccination 
centers, the Health Ministry 
said on saturday.

It said no fresh registrations 
would be required for 
precaution dose as all due 
beneficiaries are already 

registered on CowIN, adding 
that all vaccinations must 
mandatorily be recorded on the 
platform and both the options 
of “online appointment” and 
“walk–in” registration and 
vaccination will be available at 
private Covid care centres .

Health secretary rajesh Bhushan 
said the precaution dose will be of 
the same vaccine administered in the 
first and second doses. The Ministry 
had organised an orientation 
meeting of the Health secretaries 
of states/Uts earlier this week on 
precaution dose for 18–59 years old 
population at private CVCs.

UNMESH GUJARATHI
www.sproutsnews.com

Prime Minister’s 
younger brother 
Pralhad Modi has 
been awarded the 
bogus PhD by those 
engaged in the clan-

destine business of collecting 
huge money and selling the fake 
PhDs in the name of defunct/
bogus educational institutes, 
sprouts Investigation team has 
learnt with concrete evidence.

The Nelson Mandela Nobel 
Awards Academy had organised 
a program at the Corinthians 
resort and Club, Pune on July 
21,2021. In the program several 
people, including Pralhad Modi, 
were bestowed with fake PhDs. 
The program was organised by 
rajkumar tak, Vijay Patil and 
Joshua Immanuel.

Madhu krishnan, the bogus 
PhD king, who has awarded fake 
PhDs to thousands of people, 
was also present. Pralhad Modi 
and Madhu krishnan spoke on 
the occasion. The organisers an-
nounced that such a program will 
also be organised in Gujarat soon. 

In the program, Pralhad 
Modi and others were 
awarded bogus Phds in 
the name of The Ameri-
can University, UsA.

The Nelson Mandela 
Nobel Awards Acade-
my is no way connected 
with Nelson Mandela, 
the anti-apartheid rev-
olutionary and the first 

president of south Africa. How-
ever, by misusing his name, this 
institute has awarded hundreds 
of fake Phds till now.

The recipients include the illit-
erates, vegetable vendors to the 
celebrities.

some of recipients are: Lean-
der Paes - tennis player, Dr. 

Zareen khan - actress, sonu 
sharma - motivational speak-
er, Palak Muchhal - playback 
singer, Aditya Narayan - actor 
/ singer, Anu Malik - Music 
Composer, kumar sanu - play-
back singer, sangram singh - 
wrestler, Udit Narayan - play-
back singer, kobi shoshani 
- Consul General of Israel, John 

Barle - minister, Dhanraj Pillay - 
hockey player, rajendra Badwe 
- tata Memorial Hospital (Di-
rector), Maithili Thakur- play-
back singer, Francisco sardinha 
- politician, Faggan singh ku-
laste - minister, Dinesh kumar 
Jangid - Joint Commissioner 
of Delhi Custom and Gst, Jy-
oti kalash - Additional Chief 
sec. of Nagaland, rupel Moha-
ta - model, Ashok Puri -  Ceo 
of MGt Group and Dubai, Hi-
meesh Madaan - motivational 
speaker.
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 The open International University of comple-
mentary medicine, sri Lanka

 University of America Hawaii and Inox Inter-
national University

 Commonwealth Vocational University, tonga
 University of south, America,
 southwestern American University
 The American University, UsA,
 Zorashtriyan University,
 sorbonne University, France, Mahatma
 Gandhi Global peace Foundation (NGo)
 empower social and education trust (NGo).
 Nelson Mandela Nobel Award Academy - 

NGo
 Diplomatic Mission Global Peace - NGo
 Manav Bharti University (MBU) Himachal 

Pradesh
 Manav Bharti University, solan
 Vinayaka Missions or singhania.
 Chhatrapati shahuji Maharaj University from 

kanpur
 American Heritage University of southern 

California (AHUsC)
 Peace University
 st. Mother teresa University
 American University of Global Peace

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI'S 
BROTHER TOO DUPED wITH BOGUS PHD

We are republishing the list of institutes 
involved in awarding bogus PhDs based 

on a request of our readers.

SHRI RAm mANdIR, KUTcHI LoHANA mAHAjAN, mULUNd.

10 April, 2022

Sprouts : Former Mayor of Alibaug, Prashant Naik, receives a fake honorary doctorate.

Sprouts : Actor Zareen Khan shows off 
her fake honorary PhD, which she received 
from Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant. 
Read what she had to say in the story!

Sprouts : Chitra Aswad Patil is all smiles 
as she poses with her bogus doctorate.

Sprouts : Former member of the Raigad Zilla Parishad, Chitra Aswad Patil, receiving a bogus honorary doctorate in the presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s brother Prahlad Damodardas Modi (third from left). Member of Parliament Sambhaji Raje Bhosale 
was also present along with fraudster Bu Abdullah.

Flashback

Flashback

15 March 2024 4 August 2024 24 August 2024

n Flashback n Flashback

EXCLUSIVE

TM

n Flashback

Sprouts’ Appeal to Mumbai  
Police Commissioner

The selling of fake awards and 
bogus PhDs is a crime, and Sprouts 
has requested immediate action against 
fraudster Kalyan Jana, including the 
deletion of the tweet related to the 
fake awards and a comprehensive 
investigation into these fraudulent 
activities.

=	The organizers of these fake awards 
employ a multi-pronged approach  
to deceive people and legitimize  
their schemes.

=	Selling Awards and Degrees: 
Investigations reveal that individuals 
like Kalyanji Jana, Krishna Chouhan, 
Raju Tank, and Akhilesh Singh 
run fabricated award ceremonies 
where an award can be purchased 
for anywhere between ₹2,000 to ₹1 
lakh. In a shocking addition, these 
fraudsters also offer fake honorary 
PhD degrees for sale at these  
events, sometimes even as part of 
“combo deals”.

=	Fabricated Government Endorsements: 
To appear credible, scammers like 
Anil Mishra and his son Abhishek 
Mishra heavily misrepresent their 
private events as government-
backed ceremonies. They use 

fabricated letters and photographs 
featuring the President of India, 
the Prime Minister, and other 
senior ministers to lure film stars 
and secure sponsorships from 
reputable companies and state 
tourism departments.

=	Exploiting Trust for Fundraising: 
Kalyanji Jana notably exploited the 
Dadasaheb Phalke name to collect 
money from the public for the 
installation of a statue of Dadasaheb 
Phalke in Mumbai, misleading people 
about the purpose of the funds.

=	The Bombay High Court has stayed 
the police investigation into one such 
scam involving Anil Mishra until 
November 2025. This ongoing fraud 
severely damages the credibility of 
Indian cinema’s highest honor, and 
strong public awareness is crucial to 
prevent further exploitation.

The Mechanics of the Fake Award Scame

FRAUD FRAUD FRAUD


